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January Newsletter 2023 
 

Eastern Passage 

Education Centre 
93 Samuel Danial Drive, Eastern Passage, NS    B3G 1S8 

 https://epec.hrce.ca/  (902) 462-8401 

  

Dear families, 

It has been a great first week back to school for the 2022-2023 school year. 
We hope that students and their families had a safe and restful break. We are 
looking forward to continued success for term two.  

A reminder to students and their families, that each day students spend time 
outside for breaks and lunch. We encourage all students to please dress for 
the conditions so that they can be comfortable while outside. 

Communication between home and school is a priority for us at EPEC. We 
encourage families to reach out to your child’s teachers or school 
administration if you have questions or would like to know more 
information about things that are happening at the school. We can be 
contacted by phone, email or a scheduled appointment. We will also be 
using the SchoolMessenger application to share information with families 
via email and phone.  

Yours in Education,  

Sarah Shea & Erin Schaus 

 

 

Important Dates 

January 17 – SAC Meeting 

January 27 – Family Literacy Day 

February 1 – Black History Month 
  begins 

February 1 – Registration Month  

February 20 – Heritage Day 
  (No School) 

March 13-17 – March Break 
  (No School) 

March 20 – Assessment Day 
  (No School) 

March 30 – PD/Parent Teacher 
  (No School) 

April 7 – Good Friday (No School) 

April 10 – Easter Monday 
    (No School) 

May 22 – Victoria Day (No School) 

  

Before the break, our junior high 
students had a door decorating 
competition! This is Ms. Webber’s 
door! 
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Winter is Coming: Guidelines for Inclement Weather  

Making the decision to alter the regular operations of school and/or school buses due to inclement weather is never 

an easy task. To learn more about how the Halifax Regional Centre for Education (HRCE) makes this call, visit 

www.hrce.ca/weather.  

When is the decision made?  

HRCE’s goal is to make the decision as close to 6 a.m. as possible.  

A 6 a.m. announcement could be:  

• All schools are delayed in opening by two hours and all bus pickups are delayed by two hours; or 

• All schools are open, but some or all buses are not operating for the day; or  

• Some schools (either individually or by family) are closed for the day; or  

• All schools are closed for the day.  

If the weather deteriorates through the school day, the HRCE can decide to dismiss early. In the event of an early 

dismissal, the decision will be communicated as close to 11 a.m. as possible.  

An 11 a.m. dismissal means:  

• Bused students will be picked up two hours earlier than their regular dismissal time; and 

• Walking students will be dismissed at their regularly-scheduled lunch hour.  

Please Note: students in Grades Primary to 6 will not be released from school until parents/guardians or designates 

have been notified by the school. 

How will families be notified? 

• Families will receive an email and text message (opt-in is required: text Y to 978338)* 

• Check our website at www.hrce.ca 

• Follow us on Twitter at @HRCE_NS 

• Call the HRCE information line at 902-464-INFO (4636) 

• All local radio stations are informed 

Click here for a printable PDF of our guidelines.  

*If you know someone who is NOT a parent/guardian who would like to receive an email and/or text message, let 

them know they can sign up here: www.hrce.ca/notifications  
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BusPlanner Text Messaging 

Does your child ride the bus? We are excited to introduce text messaging through BusPlanner!  

To ensure compliance with Canadian Anti-Spam laws, you must opt-in to receive information by text message. You 

can opt-in by logging into BusPlanner Parent Portal.  

By opting in, you will receive texts from BusPlanner, including late notifications, general notices, and bus 

cancellations due to inclement weather. 

Click here for directions on how to opt-in. 

Don’t have a BusPlanner Parent Portal account? Need help logging in? Please contact the HRCE Student 

Transportation Team at transportation@hrce.ca or call 902-431-4723. 

 

NovemBRRR 

Thank you to everyone in our community for your donations of hats, mitts, scarves and new socks! We collected over 

200 items to help support families stay warm in our community! 

 

Math Club 

Every Wednesday at lunch there is Math Club in Mr. Harnish’s classroom (room 1075)! This is an opportunity for 

students to catch up on math work and ask questions if they need help. No sign up is required, students are able to 

drop in any time they wish. 

 

New year, new job? HRCE is hiring!  

Did you know that there are multiple teaching and non-teaching roles across HRCE - all of which are vital to our 

students' success? Looking for a new opportunity? Know someone who would be a great fit?  

We’re currently in immediate need of substitutes to replace teachers, Pre-Primary staff, EPAs (Educational Program 

Assistants), custodians and administrative assistants. If you’re interested, please contact careers@hrce.ca. 

Visit myhrce.ca/jobs to view current job openings and sign up to apply today. Postings are updated every Wednesday 

at noon. 

https://www.hrce.ca/node/41333
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Did you know? January 27 is Family Literacy Day 

Family Literacy Day takes place each year on January 27 to raise awareness about the importance of reading and 

engaging in other literacy-related activities as a family. 

This year’s theme is Celebrate Your Heritage! Canada is a great diverse country full of different cultures. Use reading 

as a way to explore and learn about your heritage and the dynamic cultures that make up our communities.  

Follow HRCE on social media! 

Stay up to date with HRCE on Twitter and Instagram @HRCE_NS. 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for our February newsletter for more important information and to see what our students and staff 

have been up to! 


